
 
 

Discussion Notes | Week of April 28, 2019 

ICE BREAKER 
Describe the most interesting neighbor you’ve ever had. What is the funniest thing you have ever witnessed in 
your neighborhood? 
 
PRAY 
Praying after the ice breaker is a great way to transition from whatever goofiness was just happening to the 
opening of God’s Word together. Don’t ask anyone to pray unless you know them well.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
Have people in the group read. Don’t pick anyone (especially anyone new) but ask for a volunteer.  
 
Luke 10:25-37 

 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”30 Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 
beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, 
and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 
‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of 
these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
 

 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to get the conversation going, not teach a lesson. Remember, many folks may 
have been serving in New City Kids (or absent on Sunday) and haven’t heard the sermon. Allow the Scripture 
to guide your time together, not the preacher’s outline. Feel free to follow rabbit trails if it seems the Spirit is 
doing something, but if you get way off track, one of these questions could get you back on course.  
 

 
1. Why do you think we are so prone to look for salvation on our own? 

 
2. How does Jesus’ Parable about answering the question “Who is my neighbor?” challenge you? 

 
3. There are four priorities of mercy: 

● Proximity - Who are the people right in front of me? 
● Dignity - How do I see the people right in front of me? 
● Compassion - Is my heart moved by the grace of God to care physically and spiritually for my 

neighbor? 
● Sacrifice - Does showing mercy cost me anything? 

 
Which of these priorities is the biggest hurdle to you acting mercifully in your everyday life? Why do you 
think that is?  

 
 
PRAYER 
Take time to pray with each other and for each other during your time together. A great way to avoid spending 
all of your time sharing prayer requests instead of actually praying, is to break into smaller groups or pairs.  


