
Helpful Articles
Arminian Perspective:
https://www.evidenceunseen.com/theology/calvinism-versus-arminianism/biblical-defense-of-ar
minianism/ *Helpful article for seeing the arguments against Calvinist interpretation of certain
passages.
http://evangelicalarminians.org/verses-all-arminians-should-know/ *Bible verses that Arminians
use to support their position.
Calvinist Perspective:
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/tulip-and-reformed-theology-introduction/ Ligonier Ministries on
“TULIP and Reformed Theology” *You can read articles on all the different points by scrolling
down.
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/pdf/warfield_thoughtspredestination.pdf B.B.
Warfield’s “Thoughts on Predestination” *This is more about the logical concepts behind God’s
control of the world and less of utilizing Scripture for his points
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/those-whom-he-foreknew-he-predestined *This article is
VERY helpful on the conversation of the word “Foreknew”
What Does the Bible Say About Predestination? (openbible.info) *Bible verses that Calvinists
use to support their position.

Important terms

Calvinism: A theological system in which part of it teaches the reformed doctrine of
predestination, and is named after John Calvin
Arminianism: A theological system in which part of it teaches the doctrine of free will, and is
named after Jacobus Arminius.
Predestination: God’s predetermining of actions and events throughout history, particularly the
salvation of individual human souls.
Foreknowledge:

Arminianism View: God looked forward through all of future time and saw those who
would choose Him when presented with the Gospel. According to this fore-knowledge,
God called these people His children and chose/predestined them to salvation.
Calvinism View: Foreknowledge indicates an intimate knowledge, not factual. The
imagery presented then is a fore-loving instead of knowing facts about a person’s
decisions.

Doctrine of Freewill:
Arminianism View: All mankind has the freedom of will to choose or deny God’s free
offer of salvation. God would never supercede man’s freewill and force someone to
choose Him.

https://www.evidenceunseen.com/theology/calvinism-versus-arminianism/biblical-defense-of-arminianism/
https://www.evidenceunseen.com/theology/calvinism-versus-arminianism/biblical-defense-of-arminianism/
http://evangelicalarminians.org/verses-all-arminians-should-know/
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/tulip-and-reformed-theology-introduction/
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/pdf/warfield_thoughtspredestination.pdf
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/those-whom-he-foreknew-he-predestined
https://www.openbible.info/topics/predestination


Calvinism View: All mankind has the freedom of will to do only what he/she is capable
of doing. Because mankind is “dead in trespasses and sins” he is incapable of choosing
God without regeneration by the Spirit.

Total Depravity: All men, women, and children have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God. Every area of an individual is infected and corrupted by sin and there is no inherent
righteousness in anyone.
Common Grace: God’s general grace that is shown to all people, whether saved or unsaved.
This grace does nothing toward salvation, but rather is God’s kindness shown to all of His
creation. “For He makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and
on the unjust.” Matthew 5:45
Effectual/Irresistible Grace: It is God’s work and God’s work alone that brings us to rebirth
and renewal. His saving grace is so powerful that through the Holy Spirit He changes our natural
inclinations of rebellion and resistance to a heart that runs to Christ for salvation. It is “effectual''
because it accomplishes what it intends to accomplish.
Prevenient Grace (Arminianism): God’s grace that precedes to all people and prepares them so
that they are capable of accepting Jesus as their Savior. However, justifying/saving grace is able
to be denied by anyone even though the Holy Spirit has made them capable of choosing God
through prevenient grace.

Important people
*In each case, these people taught much, much more than the things listed below. I have only
listed the general things that pertain to our discussion
Jacobus Arminius - (1559-1609) Dutch theologian who challenged the Reformed theological
standard of predestination. He taught that Christ died for everyone, which means that all people
have equal ability to choose God. His teachings led to what is today called Arminianism
Remonstrants - Arminius’ followers who organized and published his works, which led to the
convening of the Synod of Dort where Arminius’ teachings were condemned and the doctrine of
predestination upheld.
John Calvin - (1509-1564) French theologian and Reformer who taught predestination and God’s
sovereign choice of salvation. His teaching led to what is today called Calvinism.
St. Augustine - (354-430) Church father who taught on predestination and the various stages of
man’s ability to sin and/or do what is right in God’s eyes.

*Augustine’s 4 stages

Pre-Fall Man Post-Fall Man Reborn Man Glorified Man

Able to sin Not able not to sin Able to sin Unable to sin

Able not to sin Able not to sin Able not to sin

*one more page!



Important Passages

John 6:35-40, 17:1-12
Acts 13:48
Romans 1:16-3:31
Romans 8:28-30, 11:2
1 Corinthians 1:26-29
Ephesians 1:3-14
2 Thessalonians 2:13
1 Peter 1:2


